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1.  What emperor ruled over the Roman Empire at its greatest extent?

(A)  Augustus

(B)  Trajan
(C) Septimius Severus

(D) Constantine

2.  Who ruled longest?

(A) Augustus

(B) Trajan
(C) Antoninus Pius

(D) Constantine

3.  In what year were six different men and three different Gordians recognized by the senate as emperors of Rome?

(A) A.D. 235

(B) A.D. 238

(C) A.D. 241

(D) A.D. 245

4.  Who finished the conquest of Judaea begun by Vespasian?

(A) Titus

(B) Domitian

(C) Flavius Silva
(D) Trajan

5.  By what principle did the four of the Five Good Emperors choose their successors?

(A) Heredity

(B) Adoption
(C) A vote of the people
(D) Test scores

6.  What emperor was known as the Apostate?

(A) Constantius II

(B) Julian

(C) Jovian

(D) Valens

7.  What barbarian leader led the Huns on an invasion of Italy?

(A) Alaric

(B) Athaulf


(C) Gaiseric

(D) Attila

8.  Who had to defeat Pescennius Niger and Clodius Albinus to claim the throne?

(A) Didius Iulianus
(B) Septimius Severus

(C) Elagabalus

(D) Caracalla

9.  What is a tetrarchy?

(A)  Rule by a board of thirty

(C) Rule by four people

(B) Rule by elders


 (D) Rule by interlocking blocks

10.  Who was Augustus’ first designated heir?

(A) Agrippa

(B) Maecenas

(C) Tiberius

(D) Marcellus

11.  Who became emperor after his victory at the first battle of Bedriacum?

(A) Galba

(B) Otho

(C) Vitellius

(D) Vespasian

12.  What emperor earned a nickname that means “little boot” from his days growing up in army camps?

(A) Tiberius

(B) Caligula

(C) Claudius

(D) Nero

13.  Whom did the troops in Eboracum spontaneously declare emperor upon the death of Constantius Chlorus, despite the fact that another man was already named to be his successor?

(A) Constantine

(B) Maxentius

(C) Galerius

(D) Septimius

14.  Which of the following emperors built a wall in the British Isles?

(A) Trajan
(B) Hadrian
(C) Antoninus Pius
(D) Both B and C

15.  Who was the power behind Honorius’ throne until his death in A.D. 408?

(A) Rufinus

(B) Eutropius


(C) Claudian

(D) Stilicho

16.  What two brothers broke the empire into East and West in A.D. 364?

(A) Valens and Valentinian I


(C) Arcadius and Honorius

(B) Valentinian II and Gratian

(D) Gordian I and Gordian II

17.  Which emperor co-ruled with his brother until he couldn’t stand him anymore and then brutally murdered him.

(A) Septimius Severus
(B) Caracalla

(C) Macrinus
(D) Elagabalus

18.  Which emperor reversed the persecution of Christians with his Edict of Milan in A.D. 313?

(A) Trajan

(B) Valerian

(C) Diocletian

(D) Constantine

19.  What Greek city did the emperor Constantine refound in A.D. 324 as Constantinople?

(A) Istanbul

(B) Byzantium

(C) Thessalonica
(D) Corinth

20.  Which Flavian Emperor ruled the longest?

(A) Vespasian
(B) Titus
(C) Domitian
(D) A and C ruled the same number of years

21.  What reputed son of Caesar did Augustus have killed after the Battle of Actium?

(A) Alexander Helios
(B) Caesarion

(C) Julius Classicus
(D) Caesar Jr.

22.  What emperor liked to pretend that he was Hercules and fight in the arena?

(A) Marcus Aurelius
(B) Commodus

(C) Pertinax
(D) Didius Iulianus

23.  Who was the first man to become emperor without first reaching the senatorial class?

(A) Septimius Severus
(B) Caracalla

(C) Macrinus
(D) Elagabalus

24.  What emperor was married first to Plautia Urgulanilla, then Aelia Paetina, Valeria Messalina, and finally Agrippina the Younger?

(A) Tiberius

(B) Caligula

(C) Claudius

(D) Nero

25.  Who was the last co-emperor Constantine had to eliminate before becoming sole emperor of Rome?

(A) Licinius

(B) Maxentius

(C) Maximian

(D) Maximinus

26.  Which emperor’s edict of prices was an attempt to halt rampant inflation?

(A) Trajan

(B) Valerian

(C) Diocletian

(D) Constantine

27.  What general and eventually co-emperor of Honorius married his sister Placidia and fathered the future emperor Valentinian III?

(A) Valentinian II


(C) Theodosius I

(B) Petronius Maximus

(D) Constantius III

28.  What Batavian led a revolt on the Rhine from A.D. 69-70?

(A) Bato
(B) Iulius Civilis
(C) Iulius Classicus
(D) Tetricus

29.  Which of Augustus’ wives bore his only natural child?

(A) Antonia

(B) Livia

(C) Scribonia

(D) Octavia

30.  What co-emperors chosen by the senate celebrated a triumph after the murder of Maximinus Thrax, but were soon murdered by the praetorian guard?

(A)Gordian I and Gordian II


(C) Pupienus and Balbinus

(B) Gordian III and Philip the Arab

(D) Gordian II and Gordian III

31.  What Eastern emperor first co-ruled with his grandfather, then after his grandfather’s death appointed his father Zeno as his co-emperor?

(A) Marcian

(B) Leo I

(C) Leo II

(D) Anastasius

32.  Who was the last emperor to rule a united Roman empire?

(A) Constantine I

(B) Julian

(C) Theodosius I
(D) Olybrius

33.  What foreign capital did Trajan capture in A.D. 116?

(A) Ctesiphon

(B) Sarmizegethusa
(C) Ecbatana
(D) Antioch

34.  What emperor died in Eboracum in A.D. 211?

(A) Septimius Severus
(C) Constantius Chlorus


(B) Severus Alexander
(D) Caracalla

35.  Who was the first emperor born outside of Italy?

(A) Galba

(B) Trajan

(C) Hadrian
(D) Septimius Severus

36.  What usurper of the Western Empire was put forth for that position by the Frankish magister militum, Arbogast?

(A) Magnentius
(B) Eugenius

(C) Constantine III

(D) Postumus

37.  Who spent the last years of his reign in retirement on the island of Capreae?

(A) Tiberius

(B) Caligula

(C) Claudius

(D) Nero

38.  In what German town was Saturninus hailed imperator in A.D.89?

(A) Vindobona
(B) Aquincum

(C) Moguntiacum
(D) Sarmizegethusa

39.  Octavian was consul for the third time in 31 B.C.  He then held consulships every year afterwards through what year?

(A) 27 B.C.

(B) 25 B.C.

(C) 23 B.C.

(D) 21 B.C.

40.  What third century emperor built a new defensive wall around Rome?

(A) Claudius Gothicus
(B) Aurelian

(C) Tacitus

(D) Probus

41.  The troops in what province proclaimed Maximinus emperor in A.D. 235?

(A) Thrace

(B) Dalmatia

(C) Gaul

(D) Pannonia

42.  Every member of which imperial dynasty was either married to or the son of a woman named Julia?

(A) Julio-Claudian
(B) Flavian
(C) Five Good Emperors
(D) Severans

43.  What praetorian prefect did Commodus have executed in A.D. 190?

(A) Perennis

(B) Cleander

(C) Laetus
(D) None of these

44.  Which of Augustus’ powers was extended for ten years only one year before his death?

(A) Tribunicia Potestas

(C) The Sacrosanctity of a Tribune


(B) Imperium Maius


(D) Cura Annonae
45.  What praetorian prefect led an expedition against Shapur I of Persia in A.D. 242?

(A) Attianus

(B) Philip
(C) Timesitheus
(D) Ulpianus

46.  What imperial colleague was Valens unwilling to wait for before engaging the Goths at the disastrous second battle of Adrianople?

(A) Valentinian I
(B) Valentinian II
(C) Gratian

(D) Theodosius I

47.  What supposed son of Caracalla became emperor in A.D. 218 under the name M. Aurelius Antoninus?

(A) Geta
(B) Macrinus

(C) Elagabalus

(D) Severus Alexander

48.  Who instigated the murder of Flavius Aetius?

(A) Petronius Maximus
(B) Ricimer
(C) Bonifacius

(D) Stilicho

49.  In what city was the emperor Titus crowned after the death of Vespasian?

(A) Alexandria

(B) Memphis

(C) Thebes

(D) Athens

50.  What general led Claudius’ invasion of Britain?

(A) Suetonius Paulinus
(B) Vespasian
(C) Petilius Cerialis
(D) Aulus Plautius

51.  Which imperial dynasty covered the longest period?

(A) Julio-Claudian
(B) Flavian
(C) Five Good Emperors
(D) Severans

52.  Where did Gallienus defeat invading Goths in A.D. 268?

(A) Carrhae

(B) Salona

(C) Aquincum

(D) Naissus

53.  What praetorian prefect took control of the Eastern Empire while the emperor Theodosius II’s sister Pulcheria, as his regent, controlled his home life?

(A) Marcian

(B) Anthemius

(C) Anastasius

(D) Anicius

54.  What king of Persia did Galerius defeat in the same year that Constantius Chlorus finally defeated Allectus in Britain?

(A) Artaxerxes

(B) Shapur I

(C) Shapur II

(D) Narses

55.  Marcus Aurelius’ daughter Lucilla first married Marcus’ co-emperor Lucius Verus.  After Verus’ death she married which of Marcus’ trusted friends and commanders?

(A) Lusius Quietus


(C) Claudius Pompeianus

(B) Avidius Cassius


(D) Helvius Pertinax

56.  Who led a revolt against the empire from A.D. 17-24 in North Africa?

(A) Clodius Macer

(B) Tacfarinas

(C) Aedemon

(D) Juba

57.  What emperor did the bishop Ambrose convince to leave unpunished the bishop of Callinicum who had burnt down a synagogue?

(A) Valentinian I
(B) Valentinian II
(C) Gratian

(D) Theodosius I

58.  What power did Augustus first receive in 22 B.C.?

(A) Tribunicia Potestas

(C) The Sacrosanctity of a Tribune


(B) Imperium Maius


(D) Cura Annonae
59.  What emperor assigned the future emperor Vitellius to his command in Lower Germany?

(A) Claudius

(B) Nero

(C) Galba

(D) Otho

60.  Where did the future emperor Pertinax crush an army mutiny in A.D. 186?

(A) Gaul

(B) Spain

(C) Germany

(D) Britain

61.  How did Constantius Chlorus serve Maximian before he became his Caesar in A.D. 293?

(A) Legatus



(C) Praefectus Vigilum
(B) Praefectus Praetorio

(D) Magister Militum
62.  In what year was Judaea annexed as a Roman province by Augustus?

(A) 4 B.C.

(B) 2 B.C.

(C) A.D. 4

(D) A.D. 6

63.  Who was originally raised to the throne on the death of Claudius II, only to be replaced by Aurelian, the choice of the soldiers?

(A) Quintillus

(B) Volusianus
(C) Saloninus

(D) Valerius Valens

64.  What Julio-Claudian emperor, in his inaugural speech successfully declined an honor with the phrase “cum meruero?”

(A) Tiberius

(B) Caligula

(C) Claudius

(D) Nero

65.  What Julio-Claudian emperor declared freedom for Greece as Flamininus had done centuries earlier?

(A) Tiberius

(B) Caligula

(C) Claudius

(D) Nero

66.  What emperor repelled an invasion of Mesopotamia by the Persian king Artaxerxes, but was later murdered by the troops after he attempted to buy peace on another front?

(A) Caracalla
(B) Macrinus

(C) Elagabalus

(D) Severus Alexander

67.  Whom did Trebonianus Gallus’ troops immediately declare emperor upon the death of Gallus?

(A)  Decius

(B) Aemilianus

(C) Valerian

(D) Gallienus

68.  What Augustus was defeated near Heracleia and was killed fleeing through Cappadocia in A.D. 313?

(A) Galerius

(B) Licinius

(C) Maximinus

(D) Maxentius

69.  What count (comes) fought off Picts and Scots in Britain and defeated the usurper Firmus in Africa before being executed by the emperor?

(A) Procopius

(B) Theodosius
(C) Aetius

(D) Marcellinus

70.  Who was the last Western Roman emperor?

(A) Glycerius

(B) Olybrius

(C) Romulus Augustulus
(D) Majorian

Tie-Breakers

96.  The senate would traditionally wish emperors to be luckier than Augustus and better than whom?

(A) Nerva

(B) Trajan

(C) Hadrian

(D) Marcus Aurelius

97.  Who turned the empire into a tetrarchy for a short period of time?

(A) Constantine
(B) Diocletian

(C) Aurelian
(D) Septimius Severus

98.  Which of the following emperors did not have Flavius as one of his names?

(A) Constantine
(B) Titus

(C) Diocletian

(D) Valentinian I

99.  What emperor, the son of Aurelius Fulvus and Arria Fadilla, received a column in the Campus Martius and a temple in the forum to himself and his wife upon his death, and during his life celebrated the 900th anniversary of Rome’s founding?

(A) Antoninus Pius
(B) Marcus Aurelius
(C) Commodus

(D) Caracalla

100.  The emperor Petronius Maximus died in flight from what barbarian leader?

(A) Alaric

(B) Gaiseric

(C) Theodoric

(D) Gundobad
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