Reading Comprehension ½ and I 


2011 TEXAS STATE JUNIOR CLASSICAL LEAGUE
READING COMPREHESION LEVELS 1/2 AND 1
Directions:

Read the passages carefully for comprehension.  Answer the questions according to what is stated or implied in the passage.  Mark the letter of the best answer on your scantron.  

The Rescue of Penelope

Postridie procī ad magnum atrium properāvērunt. Quisque quidem credidit Penelopam se coniugem delecturam esse.  Ulixēs quoque, qui vestem mendicī gerebat, aderat.  Tum procī dixērunt, “Multōs annōs, Telemache, patrem tuum exspectās; propter amorem patris honorem tibi recte dedimus, matremque tuam invitam nubere non coegimus.  Iam autem scīmus prō certō Ulixem numquam reventurum esse.”  Interim Penelope arcum Ulixis et sagittās, arma gravia, in magnum atrium portavit.  Tum procīs dicit, “Audite me, procī nobilēs.  Nuntiavistis unum ē numerō vestrō coniugem meum futurum esse. Hic est idem arcus, hae eaedem sagittae quās Ulixēs olim portabat. Ille quī hunc arcum tetenderit me in matrimonium ducet.”Quamquam omnēs procī temptavērunt, nemo arcum tendere poterat.  Subito mendicus dixit, “Dā mihi arcum!”  Sine difficultate arcum tetendit.  Deinde magnā voce clamavit, “Multa milia passuum navigavī; iam ego Ulixēs ipse adsum!” Hīs verbīs auditīs, Telemachus arma cepit et patrī auxilium dedit; eōdem tempore servī fidī et civēs, qui secreto arcessiti erant, in atrium intraverunt acriterque pugnāre inceperunt. Penelope fidelis, omnibus procīs interfectīs, coniugī magnō gaudiō salutem dedit.

1. Who ran into the atrium in line 1?  

A. Penelope

C. Ulysses’ soldiers

B. suitors

D. Telemachus

2. What case is mendicī in line 2?  

A. nominative
C. dative

B. genitive

D. vocative

3. According to the passage, why did Penelope’s suitors show respect to Telemachus?


A. because of their love for Ulysses
C. because Telemachus was a good man

B. because Penelope demanded it

D. all of the above 

4. What do the suitors say to Telemachus in line 5? 


A. Ulysses is dead. 


C. Ulysses will never return home.


B. Ulysses is returning soon. 
D. Ulysses is going on another quest
5. What did Penelope carry into the atrium? 


A. her loom



C. Ulysses’ bow and arrows


B. weapons for Telemachus
D. the shroud she had been weaving

6. Procis (line 6) is 


A. genitive singular

C. accusative plural


B. dative plural 

D. ablative plural

7. To whom does me in line 7 refer?   


A. the suitors


C. the beggar

B. Telemachus

D. Penelope

8. The best translation of ducet (line 9) is


A. will lead

C. led

B. leads

D. should lead

9. What does the beggar ask for in line 10?  


A. a bow


C. a sword

B. food


D. clothing

10. What noun does fidelis modify (line 15)? 


A. procris

C. coniugi


B. Penelope 

D. interfectis


Numa Pompilius 

Post mortem Romuli, incertum erat quis rex esset.  Primo a centum senatoribus Roma administrabatur.  Plebs tamen dixit, “Centum domini pro uno facti sunt. Tum interrex, civibus convocatis, “Quirites,” inquit, “regem create. Senatores deinde comprobabunt, si dignum creaveritis.” Tum plebs clamaverunt, “Senatus decernere debuit quis Romam regeret.” Itaque  Numa Pompilius, vir Sabinus, a senatoribus rex creatus est.  Tamen deos consuluit, et augurem vocavit qui sic precatus est: “Iuppiter, si est fas hunc Numam Pompilium regem Romae esse, signa certa da.”  Postquam haec facta erant, declaratus est rex Numa. Numa adiuvare regnum in animo habuit, itaque urbi ius, leges, mores dare constituit. Romanis persuadebat etiam ut dei hoc vellent, et rex cum dea Egeria noctu collocutus est. Quod dea Egeria de sacra Numam docuit, sacra instituit et sacerdotes creavit. Quoque annum in duodecim menses ad cursus lunae divisit; dies nefastos et fastos fecit.  Silva erat quae speluncam fontemque habebat.  Hunc locum Camenis Numa sacravit, quia ibi cum dea Egeria colloquebatur.  Romulus septem et triginta regnavit annos, Numa tres et quadraginta.  Iam Roma aucta est artibus belli et pacis. 

11. The best translation of  a centum senatoribus in line 1 is 

A. by 100 senators


C. out of 100 senators

B. from 100 senators 

D. to 100 senators

12. What does the interrex ask the people to do in line 3?  

A. have a meeting 

C. create a city

B. choose a king
 
D. approve of the senators

13. Who chose Numa as the new king?    

A. a Sabine man 

C. the Roman people

B. the senators 

D. the interrex

14.  What did Numa do before he accepted the job as king?  

A. He consulted the gods.

C. He said a prayer.

B. He gave a sign. 


D. He created senators.  

15. Urbi in line 8 is best translated


A. of the city


C. to the city

B. from the city

D. the cities
16. Who prayed to Jupiter in lines 6-7?


A. the plebs

C.  the Sabines

B.  Numa

D.  the augurs

17. The best translation of Romanis… vellent (line 9) is 

A. He also persuaded the Romans that the gods wanted this.

B. He even persuades the Romans that he wants the gods.

C. The Romans persuaded him that they want the gods to do this.

D. The Romans were persuaded that the gods wanted to do this. 

18.  In what areas did Numa make changes in Rome? 

A. laws

C.   the calendar


B.   customs

D.   all of the above 

19.   How long did Numa rule? 


A. 43 years

C.  80 years

B.  37 years 

D. 34 years

20.  Which statement is correct based on the story?

A. Egeria spoke to Numa night.

B. Numa taught Egeria about sacred matters. 

C. Numa divided the calendar into 12 solar months. 

D. Egeria is the goddess of the fountain.

Theseus and the Minotaur

Olim Cretenses cum Atheniensibus diu bellum gerebant.  Athenienses, bello superati, quotannis dare septem pueros septemque puellas victoribus iussi sunt.  Patres matresque liberorum magno dolore permovebantur, quod filios filiasque postea spectare non poterant.  Minos, rex Cretae, liberos in labyrinthum iaciebat, in quo erant viae multae et tortuosae.  Ibi liberi perterriti Minotaurum, monstrum terribile, videbant.  Hoc monstrum, qui caput tauri, corpus hominis habuit, liberos Atheniensium facile interfecit.  Tamen Theseus, filius regis Atheniensis, monstrum vincere et liberos liberare constituit.  Theseus ad insulam Cretam navigavit.  Scivit magnitudinem periculi neque timebat.  Navis cum liberis insulae appropinquavit.  Multi in ripa navem spectabant.  Inter eos erat Ariadne, filia regis Cretensis, qui Theseum amavit.  Illa ei auxilium dare constituit.  Ad portam labyrinthi Ariadne Theseum exspectavit, et ei gladium et globus dedit.  “Hoc gladio,” dixit Ariadne, “Minotaurum interficies, hoc glomere viam invenies.”  Tum Theseus sine timore in labyrinthum contendit.  Monstrum vidit et cum eo diu et acriter pugnavit.  Minotaurus, multis vulneribus acceptis, interfectus est. Theseus et Ariadne ad Graeciam sese in fugam dederunt.  Pueri  puellaeque Graeciae servati sunt. 

21. Who is described as superati bello in line 1?


A. Cretans

C. Athenians


B. pueros

D. puellas

22. The word quotannis in line 2 means 


A. yearly

C. twice a year

B. daily

D. four times a month

23. Who are the victoribus in line 2? 


A. matres

C. patres


B. Athenians

D. Cretans

24.  Iaciebat (line 4) is best translated as


A. he was lying

C. he kept throwing


B. he will lie


D. he throws

25. Atheniensium (line 6) is 


A. accusative singular

C. nominative singular 


B. genitive plural


D. vocative singular
26. Quid Theseus facere constituit?


A. approach the island

C. free the children


B. sail from Crete


D. frighten the monster

27.  Multi in line 9 refers to 


A. Theseus

C. Minos


B. children

D. people of Crete

28.  Ei in line 10 refers to 


A. the Minotaur 
C. Minos


B. Ariadne

D. Theseus

29.  What is the purpose of the glomus (line 11)?     

A. to kill the monster

C. to show Theseus the way

B. to free the children

D. none of the above

30.   Quis interfectus est?  (line 14)


A. Theseus 

C. pueri


B. Minotaur

D. Graecia

31.  Graeciae (line 15) is 


A.  genitive singular


C.  vocative plural 


B.  nominative plural

D.  dative singular
A Roman Father

Titus Manlius Torquatus consul exercitum Romanum ad disciplinam severissimam instituit. Militibus dixerat, “Nemo solus extra ordines cum hostibus pugnabit.” Praeerat tum hostium equitibus vir propter virtutem notissimus Geminus Mettius. Manlii filium Mettius ad certamen provocavit. Movit iuvenis animum intrepidum vel ira vel pudor: patris iussa neglexit hostemque superavit et occidit. Tum corpus Mettii spoliavit, spolia magno cum gaudio ad patrem portavit. Pater autem “Quoniam, Tite Manli,” inquit, “nec consulis imperium nec patris auctoritatem times contraque imperatoris iussa extra ordines solus hodie cum hoste pugnavisti militaremque disciplinam neglexisti, poenas audaciae morte persolves. Triste exemplum erimus, sed reliquis iuvenibus utile.” Statim patris iussu filius ad supplicium ducitur.

32.  The best translation for instituit (line 2) is


A.  instituted

C. stood


B.  trained

D. established

33.  Militibus (line 2) is 


A.  dative plural 

C. nominative singular 


B.  ablative plural

D. accusative plural
34.  Which of the following is the best translation for “Nemo solus … pugnabit.” (line 2)? 


A.  No one out of the ordinary will fight the enemy.


B.  Only those outside of the order will fight with the enemy. 


C.  No one will fight alone with the enemy outside the ranks.


D.  Those outside the ranks will fight no enemy.

35.   The subject of Praeerat (line 2) is


A.  Titus Manlius Torquatus
C. hostium


B.  Geminus Mettius

D. equitibus

36.   The iuvenis in line 4 is  


A. the son of Torquatus 

C. Geminus Mettius


B. one of the enemy men

D. none of the above

37.   In line 5 (patris … occidit) the iuvenis


A. kills Geminus Mettius

C. defeats his father


B. neglects a battle


D. is ordered by his father to kill the enemy

38.  How did the iuvenis feel about what happened (lines 5-6)?


A. ashamed

C. joyful


B. angry

D. spoiled

39.  What happens to the iuvenis in lines 6-10?


A. He is forced to fight a duel.
B. He becomes afraid of the emperor.


C. He has to pay a fine.

D. He is executed for his bold actions.

40.  Triste (line 9) is


A. accusative singular 

C. ablative singular

B. vocative singular


D. nominative singular 

Tie Breakers:  Please mark the answers to these questions on your answer sheet #96-100. 

96.  In the story The Rescue of Penelope (passage 1), the word fidelis in line 14 is


A. nominative 

C. ablative


B. dative


D. accusative

97.  In the story Numa Pompilius (passage 2), da (line 7) is 


A. ablative 


C. nominative


B. imperative


D. perfect passive participle

98. In the story Theseus and the Minotaur (passage 3), sese in line 15 is


A. ablative plural 

C. accusative plural


B. genitive singular

D. nominative singular

99. In the story A Roman Father (passage 4), the subject of Movit (line 4) is


A. iuvenis


C. animum


B. ira vel pudor

D. patris

100. In the story A Roman Father (passage 4), the best translation of erimus (line 9) is


A. we will be 

C. we are able


B. we were 

D. we wander
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